
Millwall FC’s long-term 
ambitions to reach the 
Premier League have taken 
an important step forward 
after its plans to build a new 
training ground in the Green 
Belt, near Brands Hatch, 
received the support of 
Sevenoaks District Council. 
The Championship club can now create 
its new training academy and facilities 
on the 50-acre site off  Fawkham Road 
close to the M20 motorway. DHA joined 
Millwall’s team and provided transport 
planning and highway design advice.

The new facilities will include indoor 
and outdoor football pitches, artifi cial 
turf and training areas, plus buildings 
for groundsmen and security, as well 
as car and cycle parking, and will 
benefi t from hard and soft landscaping. 
When complete it will be home to the 
Lions’ fi rst team and academy training 
operations as well as the club’s offi  ce 
and support staff , which will move from 
its current home in Bermondsey.

New access will be created to the site 
near the London Golf Club and the M20.

Millwall’s chief executive, Steve Kavanagh, 
said: “We are very thankful to all those 
who have contributed to helping the club 
get to this point in what is a long and 
complex process, and we’re excited about 
progressing further in the months ahead.”

The project will see Millwall Community 
Trust work closely with the local 

community to promote grass roots 
football. A community benefi t plan 
will seek to maximise opportunities 
for residents for employment, skills, 
training, and volunteering, and fund 
improvements to walking routes 
between the site and West Kingsdown.

For more information on the project 
contact: Paul Lulham, Chris Smoker
or James Marsh.
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DHA pitches in for Millwall
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The importance of creating the jobs to sustain future housing growth has been 
recognised by Tunbridge Wells Borough Council in resolving to grant permission 
for a new industrial estate on a greenfi eld site in Paddock Wood.

The proposals for the 8.2-hectare 
site adjacent to the existing Transfesa 
Industrial Estate, have been brought 
forward by Kent-based Gallagher Group. 
When complete, the development 
will provide around 15,000 sq m of 
fl oorspace for light and general industrial 
businesses, and a further 3,100 sq m 
of offi  ce space, split across seven units. 
It will also provide spaces for 355 cars 
and 24 HGVs.

DHA’s planning and transport teams 
successfully demonstrated that the 
scheme, on land in Flood Zone 2, would 
deliver signifi cant economic benefi ts, 
improve local fl ooding and drainage 
conditions, and was in line with the 
Submission Local Plan.

The proposals are consistent with 
the council’s Local Plan employment 
development strategy to expand Paddock 
Wood’s existing employment zone onto 
land north and south of Lucks Lane. This 
will provide additional job-creating uses to 
go alongside the circa 3,000 homes and 

community infrastructure such as new 
schools, sports facilities, a wetland park 
and a town-wide network of footpath and 
cycle routes.

For more information contact: Jonathan 
Buckwell, Paul Lulham, Tim Spicer
or Alex Hicken.

Jobs-fi rst approach

DHA drives home planning application
Thanks to the involvement of 
DHA’s planning team, housing 
developer Stonebond can 
now deliver 78 new homes 
on the site of a former 
driving range near Herne 
Bay, after Canterbury City 
Council granted permission.
The 2.54-hectare site off  Bullockstone 
Road was considered by the planning 
offi  cers to be suitable to accommodate 
additional housing within urban confi nes, 
as well as being sensitively designed 
and appropriate in terms of density. 

Each new home designed by 
gdm architects will benefi t from EV 
charging points. 

Stonebond is now liable to pay the 
Community Infrastructure Levy and 
believes it will be “meeting the authority’s 
expectations” on contributions to 
infrastructure in the wider area, including 

healthcare. The residential developer is 
also working with Kent County Council 
on making fi nancial contributions 
towards secondary education, 
community learning, youth services, 
libraries and social care in the town.

Work is expected to begin in early 2023 
and last two-and-a-half years, with the 

fi rst residents arriving in early 2024. 
Stonebond also has aspirations to build 
160 properties on a nearby 14-acre fi eld 
called Northwood.

For further information please contact: 
Lucy Wilford, Matthew Woodhead
or Jack Harley.
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Members of Wealden District Council’s planning 
committee refused an application last year for 700 
homes at Mornings Mill Farm on the outskirts of 
Eastbourne on highways and transport issues, together 
with concerns about the location of the site and the 
eff ects of development drainage.

Alongside the housing, the application proposed 8,600 
sqm of employment fl oorspace, a medical centre, 
school, community centre, retail space, playing fi elds, 
plus children’s play space, allotments, internal access 
roads, cycle and footpath routes and associated 
landscaping and infrastructure.

The Inspector concluded the local authority’s conduct 
was the “epitome of unreasonable behaviour”. The 
members of the planning committee had originally 

overturned their offi  cer’s recommendation for approval, 
and at the Inquiry they withdrew its objections for the 
appeal the month before it was due to sit.

Mark Bewsey, Director of DHA, said: “We are pleased 
that the Inspector reacted so quickly and allowed 
this appeal within three weeks of the Inquiry closing. 
Despite strong political opposition, it is pleasing that 
the Inspector agreed that this highly sustainable 
location is suitable for the development as proposed, 
and that the putative reasons for refusal were 
unjustifi ed. We look forward to seeing the development 
deliver much needed new homes in an area with a 
severe housing shortage.”

For further information contact: Mark Bewsey or 
Laura Jackson. 

Good Morning

A Planning Inspector has 
allowed an appeal for 
700 homes and awarded 
full costs to the applicant 
after concluding a site was 
“unquestionably a highly 
sustainable location” with 
relatively few harms.
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Unanimous approval has been secured 
to replace two condemned fourteen-
storey buildings on the Aintree Estate 
in Hammersmith with new homes that 
will achieve ‘Passivhaus’ environmental 
performance – reducing net carbon by 86%.
The London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham can now 
transform the former Hartopp and Lannoy Point site and deliver 
134 energy effi  cient homes, 84% of which will be aff ordable. 
Local residents in housing need will get fi rst priority to rent one 
of the new aff ordable homes being built and 10% of the fl ats 
will be adapted for wheelchair users.

DHA’s transport team prepared the Transport Assessment, 
Travel Plan, Active Travel Zone Assessment and Pedestrian 

and Cycle Audits, working closely with BPTW’s architectural 
and planning consultancy teams.

Working with energy and sustainability consultants, BPTW 
adopted a fabric fi rst approach with an intensive form factor, 
PV panels and air source heat pumps to enable the zero-
carbon goal to be achieved.

The existing buildings will be replaced with three apartment 
buildings ranging in height from three to seven storeys that 
front a new community green. Construction on the 0.8 ha site, 
which will off er family-friendly play spaces, electric vehicle 
charging facilities for local residents, as well as cycle parking 
storage for 250 bicycles, is expected to start in spring 2023.

For further information please contact: Paul Lulham, 
Rob Smith or James Marsh.

Aintree scheme clears planning 
hurdle with unanimous approval
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When built, the new homes split between two blocks will provide much needed 
temporary accommodation for the borough, supplementing two other similar 
accommodations provided by Ashford Borough Council, and reducing the Council’s 
reliance on B&Bs and hostels, to address demand.  This will provide signifi cant cost 
savings to the Council and help to reduce homelessness in Ashford.

The site is a short distance from Ashford town centre, providing residents with access 
to shops, cafés and other amenities within a 10-minute walking radius, and less than 
1km from Ashford International Station. It is located within the Henwood Industrial 
Estate and bounded to the south-west and north-west by Ashford Fire Station, with 
further commercial development to the north-east.

The units will be positioned on a 2.4m-high platform placing their fi nished fl oor 
level far above the most extreme 100-year fl ooding event. Each dwelling will be a 
self-contained unit providing a living dining room, kitchen, bathroom and bedroom 
spaces. The rooftops are lined with a dark seamed metal with 126 integrated 
photovoltaic panels, among other sustainability measure to ensure that the 
development is a zero-carbon development. The space below the apartments will be 
used to house an offi  ce with two permanent workers on site to support residents. 

For further information on the project contact: Matt Garvey or Matthew Blythin.

Temporary accommodation 
for Ashford Borough Council

Working with Ashford 
Borough Council and 
ZED PODS, the zero-
carbon modular house 
builder, DHA has 
secured permission 
for 23 new homes to 
be used as temporary 
accommodation for 
homeless people or 
individuals and families 
needing respite prior to 
fi nding more permanent 
accommodation. 
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Plans for a new £24 million leisure centre 
have been approved by Nuneaton and 
Bedworth Borough Council as part of 
its strategy to improve the health and 
wellbeing of local residents.
The proposals form an integral piece of the wider masterplan 
for Miners Welfare Park in Bedworth, whereby plans seek to 
promote the enjoyment of outdoor space through creating an 
active landscape in which people can be involved in a variety 
of diff erent activities.

The decision will see Bedworth’s ageing leisure centre 
replaced with a state-of-the-art facility, which will boast two 
new pools, plus changes made to the area around the current 
centre in the former mining community. New facilities will 
include an eight-lane pool, a learner pool, sports hall, fi tness 
suite, external sports pitch, fl exible community room, café, plus 
changing and supporting spaces, alongside car parking.

Working with GT3 Architects, the team at DHA prepared the 
Planning Statement and Health Impact Assessment, which 
were both submitted to support the application, and helped 
make a strong planning case for the scheme.

For information on the project contact: 
Matt Blythin or Rosie Dennis.

DHA kickstarts Physical 
Activity Hub project
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With more than one in 
four of the UK population 
going to be aged over 
65 by 2037 according to 
the Offi ce for National 
Statistics, and with an 
increase in elderly people 
living alone, it is no 
surprise that the later-
living property market is 
rising signifi cantly faster 
than a Stannah stairlift. 

Despite the aging population and the 
opportunity to free up under-utilised 
family homes, and with national planning 
policy supportive toward dedicated later-
living schemes, many councils are failing 
to allocate sites or be open to what they 
off er the wider community.

Too often, strong schemes come 
forward, which are rejected at committee 
only for the decisions to be overturned 
at appeal, leading to increased costs for 
the applicant and appellant, as well as 
delays to bring forward much needed 
new accommodation.

A recent House of Lords report argued 
that to meet national demand, housing 
supply should refl ect this in the types 
of new homes built, with a “mix of 
‘mainstream’ housing and specialist 
housing for later living”.

The team at DHA has a longstanding 
track record in successfully securing 
permissions in this sector. Having 
advised Inspired Villages over the 
past fi ve years, DHA has secured 
116 homes at Ledian Gardens in 

Leeds village, near Maidstone, 
including the recent permission for 
phase 3 of the development. 

These additional 39 new homes will 
help meet an evidenced local need for 
elderly person accommodation. Once 
complete, the scheme will provide 155 
homes built around a village centre with 
a swimming pool, spa, gym, restaurant 
and shop. This new phase will add 
more choice of living accommodation, 
including cottages and bungalows, with 
all residents benefi tting from woodland 
and open space area, which will also be 
accessible to the wider community.

Inspired Villages have also signed 
up to the sustainability agenda, 
recognising the opportunity off ered by 
renewable energy generation through 
on-site photovoltaics and EV charging, 
improved insultation, mechanical heat 
vent recovery units and either ground-
source or air-source heat pumps.

For further information contact: 
Matt Blythin or Paul Lulham.

Later-Living market matures
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Get in touch
For further information on any of these stories, or to fi nd out 
how DHA could help with your project, please get in touch.

Maidstone: 01622 776226
Gatwick: 01293 763086 

www.dhaplanning.co.uk 
info@dhaplanning.co.uk

Having been crowned ‘South East Planning 
Team of the Year’ last year by the industry’s 
governing body: Royal Town & Planning 
Institute (RTPI), DHA has gone one better 
and was shortlisted in the national fi nals.
DHA, as the region’s largest independent planning 
consultancy, went head-to-head with some of the biggest 
planning names in the country after the judges praised its 
“long-term approach to staff  retention and progression, 
supporting volunteering, development of in-house training 
including an in house ‘university’ and development initiatives, 
plus wider engagement with other planners”.

David Hicken, Chairman and founder of DHA, said: “Being 
recognised by your industry peers and the body responsible 
for maintaining the highest professional standards, is a massive 
achievement and I’d just like to congratulate every one of our 
team in Maidstone and Gatwick.”

The fi rm’s long-term commitment to team building has seen 
more than 50% of DHA’s senior workforce who joined the fi rm 

as a graduates promoted to Associate, Associate Director or 
Director positions.

Alex Hicken, Managing Director at DHA, said: “Every one of 
our 60 plus-strong team is committed to being the best we 
can be for our clients when working with local authorities 
and communities.

“Developing a highly skilled team has been at the heart of 
the fi rm for the last 30 years. Our focus on going ‘above 
and beyond’ which was recognised by our customers who 
contributed to our entry, and which was acknowledged by 
the judges.”

The judges highlighted the fi rm’s latest investment in skills 
development and the establishment of its own in-house 
‘university’ to give each of its graduates a career route to 
become industry-leading planners. The initiative is 
designed to recruit and retain the best planners to help 
DHA’s clients navigate the complex development control 
and planning system.

For more information on what DHA off ers its 
clients visit www.dhaplanning.co.uk

DHA makes it to the national planning fi nals

Permission has been granted to redevelop 
the longstanding vacant ABC Cinema site in 
Tunbridge Wells.
Site owner, Retirement Villages Group (RVG), part of AXA IM 
Real Assets, can now get to work creating 166 retirement 
and housing with care apartments, plus a restaurant, bar, 
pool, gym and function room, and nine retail units, after DHA 
secured planning permission.

Working closely with Collado Collins Architects and the 
planning offi  cers from Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
(TWBC), the cinema site application was taken to committee 
in 13 weeks from validation of the application. This was 
testament to RVG and the whole team’s commitment to 
pre-application consultation and collaboration with TWBC 
planning department and key statutory consultees, which 

was invaluable on what is a high profi le, constrained and 
sensitive site.

The estimated £72m investment is part of RVG’s plans to acquire 
and develop up to 40 new later-living housing 
schemes across the UK over the next 15 years.

For further information on the project contact 
Lucy Wilford or Oonagh Kerrigan.

Vacant cinema site 
gets go-ahead


