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Dover solar farm gets green light

Work can now get under way on a new solar farm
capable of meeting the green energy needs of more than
one in eight of all the homes in Dover, after DHA's team
helped its client Greentech secure planning permission.
The scheme received almost unanimous approval (bar
one vote) at Dover’s Planning Committee.

After consulting with the local agenda by reducing CO, emissions DHA provided full planning

community, the plans for the 24 MW by 10,000 tonnes per year for its consultancy services for the application,
Chalkpit Solar Farm on 25 hectares of 40-year operational lifespan. including advising on strategy as well
land near Guston and East Langdon, as the content and form of the

Studies undertaken by Greentech have
shown that the solar farm’s proposed
25-hectare native wildflower meadow,

were submitted to Dover District Council
by the renewable energy company.

application documents, to make a
robust planning case.

Large enough to power 7,250 homes, as well as the planting of 1km of new For more information on our solar
councillors granted permission hedgerows and nearly one hectare of projects, please contact: Tim Spicer
after recognising the project would shrub and tree areas, would improve or David Harvey.

support the council’s climate change the biodiversity of the site by 57%.
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Agribusiness grows production
by 1,000 acres

—Ldp

Earlier this year the UK and without the need for pesticides, DHA is pleased to support the UK’s

. this development will deliver a low- diverse agricultural and technology
was hit by 3 Shor’_[age of carbon boost to farming. Powered by sectors, helping to realise innovation and
freshly grown fruit and renewable energy it will support public put new ideas and practices into place.
vegetables, caused by el e o EE e el e For more information, please contact

. . lasting salads all year round.
adverse weather in Spain = yearton

and Morocco, and Brexit.

Tim Spicer or Alex Payne.

The solution is for the UK to be more
self-sufficient and “grow our own”.
Working with GrowUp Farms Ltd,

Woring with GrowUp Farm Farm development cleared
scrm extonsion o s existing vertica to grow local economy

farm, Pepperness, which is located
at Discovery Park, the former Pfizer With the British market for fresh berries now worth more

pharmaceutical science and - . .
technology campus near Sandwich. than £1.5 billion, ensuring a regular and consistent supply

is @ key requirement for many of the large UK retailers.

GrowUp will utilise the former

brownfield site to expand its farming Working with Berries Direct and Charltons, DHA has secured planning
business by growing a salad crop permission at their site in Martham, Norfolk, for the construction of 6.4ha of
on the comparable equivalent of glasshouses and 3ha of polytunnels, along with a biomass boiler and thermal
1,000 acres (more than 400 ha) of water tanks to ensure a longer growing season. In addition, the consent

Grade | farmland. allows for a new packhouse and cold store.

Utilising 95 percent less water For more information, please contact Eric Przyjemski or Chris Smoker.
than traditional salad farming,
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Viability case helps secure permission

Undertaking Financial
Viability Assessments (FVAS)
is an increasing part of many
projects. DHA was recently
called upon to undertake one
for client Fernham Homes for
a site in Sissinghurst.

With plans for the redevelopment of
land at Sissinghurst Village Hall, DHA
was tasked with assessing the viability
for the erection of a new village hall
building and the delivery of 19 homes,
with associated parking, access and
landscaping works.

Image produced by Clague Architects
The FVA successfully confirmed that the
minimum number of houses had been
provided in order to deliver the replacement
village hall and car park and determine the For further information, please contact:
level of affordable housing Section 106 Danielle Lawrence or Alex Hicken.
contributions that could be provided.

Young people are to benefit -
from more comfortable
accommodation thanks
to planning permission
achieved by DHA.

Permission has been granted to
demolish Pengelly House at Bethany
School in Goudhurst, replacing it with a
contemporary, state-of-the-art, three-
story boarding house for up to 50
pupils, alongside associated facilities,
accommodation for the housemaster
and deputy housemaster, as well as
parking and landscaping.

The site is considered to be within open
countryside outside the Limits to Built
Development. The majority of the school
grounds also fall within the High Weald
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). Despite this, the application
gained support from Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council. Image produced by Hollaway Studio

For further information, please contact:
Danielle Lawrence or Alex Hicken.
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Permission granted within ancient woodland

Three contemporary homes set within ancient woodland have been given the thumbs
up by Sevenoaks District Council after DHA helped steer the project through planning.

Designed by MortonScarr Architects,
each of the bespoke new homes will
feature heavily glazed corridors that
connect different parts of the buildings.
These will provide the residents with the
feeling of walking through the surrounding
forest while providing high levels of natural
light. Terraces located on the upper floors
of the properties will provide views to the
canopy of the surrounding trees.

The plans are for a proposed future use
of the site of the Eureka Sun Club, near
Redlibbets Golf Course, and the houses
will feature local Kentish ragstone, timber
cladding and sedum roofs.

Ordinarily no new development would
be allowed within 15m of an ancient
woodland, however the team at DHA
successfully persuaded council planners
that the new houses would be an
appropriate, sensitive use of a previously
developed site, which lies within the
Metropolitan Green Belt.

For more information, please contact:
David Bedford, Alex Hicken or

Image produced by MortonScarr Architects Tim Spicer.

New homes for Newington

Advice from the transport
team at DHA has helped
award-winning Esquire
Developments secure
planning permission from
Swale Borough Council for
46 new homes in Newington,
near Sittingbourne.

The site, which is just off the high street,
will offer a mix of affordable and private
homes with a variety of dwelling sizes,
from one-bed apartments to terraces,

Image produced by Clague Architects

semi-detached and detached family The design of the buildings, which DHA provided transport planning and
homes. was undertaken by Clague Architects, highway design advice in support of the

" ) reflects features found within the application, which will deliver much-
Additionally, the development will existing Georgian housing stock of needed market and affordable housing
dehvgr 40 peroent affordable Newington, with elements such as built to Esquire’s high design and
housing with large areas of the window surrounds, front door canopies,  sustainability standards.

disused 2.66-hectare site given over

) ) window proportions, stone banding
to community orchard planting.

) For further information, please contact:
and bay windows.

Paul Lulham or James Marsh.
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Turning old into new

Image produced by Turner, Jackson + Day

With the rural economy
under pressure, DHA is
being increasingly called
upon to advise landowners
on how to transform
existing properties.

A project for a landowner
just outside Biddenden
and in ‘open countryside’
is 8 good example.

Permission has been secured for the
demolition of all existing agricultural
barns and a bungalow on site, followed
by their replacement with six new homes
and associated landscaping and parking
at Little Randolph’s Farm.

Back in 2021, approval was secured by
DHA from Ashford Borough Council for
a change of use and conversion of two
agricultural buildings under Class Q of
the Town and Country Planning Act,
consistent with government recognition
of the need to increase the numbers of
rural homes.

Thanks to the fall-back position, DHA
argued the case for demolition of the
bungalow, taking the total number
of new homes to six and creating a

farmstead-style development.

DHA also successfully highlighted that

the site on the A262 Tenterden Road
would contribute to the windfall delivery

of new homes in the borough. Thanks

to an emphasis of the homes’ design by
Turner Jackson + Day Associates, the
planning officers recognised the proposed
development could ‘improve the visual
amenity of the site and wider rural setting’.

The land team at DHA also secured a
development partner for the site and
Wedgewood Homes will be starting
construction shortly.

For further information on the project
contact Matthew Garvey, Mark
Presland or Alex Hicken.
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Hip, hip, hooray

Waiting lists are set to be
cut after plans for a new
medical facility were given
the go-ahead by Maidstone
Borough Council.

DHA worked closely with Maidstone

& Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust to bring
the proposals for a new orthopaedic
operations hub to fruition.

The £30m development will be a
standalone unit in the grounds of
Maidstone Hospital and provide a
dedicated facility for a range of relatively
straightforward operations, such as
hand, arm, hip, knee and ankle surgery.

The proposed Barn Theatre, which

will create around 180 clinical and
non-clinical jobs, has been specifically
designed to function independently to
the rest of the hospital. It will significantly
increase the amount of orthopaedic
operations which can take place.

For example, the proposed facility will
be able to cater for up to twenty hip
replacements a day, compared to the
five replacements which can currently
be carried out.

Cementing local relations

Image produced by HMY Architects

The building will contain four inter-
connected operating theatres —
separated by air curtains for sanitation
control — allowing multiple surgeons to
be operating at one time on different
patients. The layout also has the benefit
of allowing surgeons in training to be
easily and effectively supervised by
senior practitioners.

For speed of construction and to reduce
the impact of site works on the existing

b
L

LTI eI

hospital, the facility will be a flat roofed
modular building. It will be fitted with solar
panels and air source heat pumps and
achieve a BREEAM Excellent standard.

DHA also provided transport advice for
this project and negotiated with Kent
County Council to secure no objection
from KCC Highways and Transportation.

For further information, please contact:
David Harvey or Simon Moon.

i

Helping one of its clients
cement relations with its
customers in West Kent, saw
DHA tasked with securing
planning permission for
operational improvements to
a concrete batching plant.

Acting for Gallagher Aggregates,

DHA submitted an application to
replace an existing concrete batching
plant, rationalise the buildings on site
and provide new vehicular access
arrangements for the 0.29 hectare site
in North Farm, Tunbridge Wells.

For further information, please contact:
Jonathan Buckwell, Paul Lulham,
James Marsh or Alex Hicken.

planning transport design

environment

infrastructure land

info@dhaplanning.co.uk | www.dhaplanning.co.uk



Image produced by Hollaway Studio

Accessibility drives
new homes forward

Plans for two new clifftop
houses with stunning views
over the Channel have
received unanimous support
from Dover District Council’s
Planning Committee.

DHA worked with architects Hollaway
Studio on the proposal for a sensitive
and well considered scheme that takes
inspiration from its location on the White
Cliffs, for client TG Designer Homes.

Focusing on highways and accessibility,
DHA worked alongside the design

team to ensure there was sufficient
parking for the four-bedroom homes by
incorporating a range of parking options
to ensure safe access to the site.

A previous application for the site in St
Margaret’s Bay had been subject to

a failed appeal but following a Design
Review Panel and heritage consultation,
DHA and Hollaway were able to
overcome the previous objections,
enabling officers to support the
application with a recommendation for
approval. The local parish council was
also supportive.

For further information, please contact:
Paul Lulham or Tom Valek.
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The team at DHA has helped secure detailed
planning permission for phase 2 of a large
new estate on the outskirts of Maidstone,

as well as approval for the infrastructure to
serve the site.

Rosewood in Langley, which is being developed by
Countryside Partnerships, is part of a wider scheme that was
granted outline permission in 2018 for up to 800 homes. With
phase 1 — some 173 units plus public open space — almost
complete, work will soon begin on a further 109 dwellings.

This new part of the development is solely residential,
consisting of a mixture of detached, semi-detached and
terraced houses alongside a block of apartments that range
between one to three storeys in height. The scheme includes a
30 percent affordable housing provision.

Located just 3.7 miles south-east of Maidstone town centre,
the site is accessed off the A274 Sutton Road. When
developed, Rosewood will form the gateway to Maidstone from
the east so it has been designed to handle

this rural to urban interface sensitively.

For further information, please contact:
Mark Bewsey or Rosie Dennis.

DHA launches London office

Demand for expert planning advice and support, has given award-winning planning
consultancy DHA the commercial confidence to expand and open its first London office.

The move by the South East’s largest independent planning
and highways consultancy, which already has offices in
Maidstone and Gatwick, reflects the firm’s success since it
was crowned 2021 South East Planning Team of the Year
by the industry’s governing body: Royal Town & Planning
Institute (RTPI).

The capital is increasingly an important part of DHA’s work,
with residential, commercial, mixed-use and educational
projects delivered across many boroughs. The team has

Get in touch

For further information on any of these stories, or to find out
how DHA could help with your project, please get in touch.

www.dhaplanning.co.uk

established a reputation for delivering high standards of
planning performance and service, and this expansion makes
the team more easily accessible.

The London office, at the Metal Box Factory on Great Guildford
Street and close to London Bridge railway station, will be
headed up by Patrick Reedman, Director. The team will provide
planning, transport, urban design, environment, infrastructure
and land consultancy advice for DHA’s expanding roster of
national and regional clients.

Maidstone: 01622 776226
Gatwick: 01293 221320
London: 020 3005 9725 info@dhaplanning.co.uk




