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RTPI names DHA as South East’s

top planning team

DHA has been crowned 2021
South East Planning Team of
the Year by the Royal Town &
Planning Institute (RTPI), the
industry’s governing body.
The judges praised DHA's “long-

term approach to staff retention and

progression, supporting volunteering,
development of in-house training

including an in-house ‘university’ and
development initiatives, plus wider
engagement with other planners”.

Alex Hicken, Managing Director at DHA,
said: “Developing a highly skilled team
has been at the heart of the firm for

the last 30 years and every one of us is
committed to being the best we can be
for our clients when working with local
authorities and communities.

It’s hoped that a recent
decision will help stimulate
greater regeneration interest
in Dartford town centre.

The combination of strong architectural
design and strengthening landowner
confidence in Dartford has seen DHA
secure permission for a mixed-use
scheme in the heart of the town centre.

A development of up to four retail units
with 14 apartments over six storeys

on the site close to Central Park, the
Museum and Library, has been given the
go-ahead by Dartford Borough Council.
Strong engagement throughout the
planning process by DHA, alongside
Cove Burgess Architects, helped get the
project across the line.

For further information on the project
or our town centre regeneration
services, contact Patrick Reedman
or Alex Hicken.
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“Our focus on going ‘above and beyond’
was recognised by our customers who
contributed to our entry, and this was
acknowledged by the judges.”

DHA'’s long-term commitment to team
building was also praised. Having been
initially employed as graduates, more
than half of the firm’s senior workforce
have worked their way up the ranks and
been promoted to Associates, Associate
Directors or Directors.

planning transport design

environment

infrastructure land

info@dhaplanning.co.uk | www.dhaplanning.co.uk




ioha,

Further planning success at Kings Hill

Rl b TR DHA continues to help shape

: ; the future of Kings Hill after
securing permission on two
sites for Bellway Homes in
the garden village near
West Malling.

The land parcels will deliver 140 new
homes after DHA’s team provided the
planning and transport advice.

For further information on the project
contact Hannah Atkins or Lucy Wilford.
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The DHA team continues to provide ques py HarlequinT the Surrey-based develgper, isacasein
e (arel el BB dvi o point, with DHA helping the company secure its scheme on a
stra ”eg C'da 'al q P aI g ah Ic'e 0 sensitive Green Belt site in Ascot for 13 high value residential units.
small residential developers, helpin . o
o P . ping As a result, Harlequin has been able to maximise floorspace
maximise value on small sites. plus revise its drainage scheme. DHA has also helped with the
discharge of planning conditions.

DHA is advising on Harlequin’s other projects including sites in
Kent and East Sussex.

For further information on the project contact Mark Bewsey
or Alex Bones.
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A Better Use

A long-abandoned town centre building can be
replaced with 34 apartments on Elwick Road
after DHA secured a resolution to grant
planning permission for A Better Choice for
Property Development Ltd, the arms-length
development arm of Ashford Borough Council.

The Council’s Planning Committee resolved to approve the
demolition of Swanton House, which has been vacant since
2008 and is close to Ashford College.

The pre-1920s former social services building, which had
been condemned in 2008, will be replaced with two blocks
of brick and glass-fronted apartments, up to four storeys in
height, designed by On Architecture.

The design steer for the building fronting Elwick Road

reflects the existing building form with a strong pair of gables,
which emulate the Victorian or early Edwardian period in the
conservation area. At the same time, the design includes a
modern approach with the use of metal cladding on the gables
with different coloured brickwork to add depth to the buildings.

With the dilapidated building detracting from its setting of the
conservation area, DHA highlighted the changing development
context to Elwick Road and presence of the Commercial Quarter at
Dover Place. The Council accepted that a modern architectural style was
appropriate and to be expected and would preserve the area’s character.

For further information on the project contact
Emma Hawkes, Simon Moon or Danielle Lawrence.

Truck stop given the go-ahead

Major cha nges to how the Motis Business With a major employer having recently vacated 2,260m? of

Carfine 2t Charier [Eare. fear ureier 12 o office space at Cheriton Parc, the site was still able to maintain
o J its allocation for office-based employment, which persuaded

the M20, operates have been secured. Councillors to approve the plans.

Thanks to DHA, the site’s owner Motis Ireland can change the For further information on the project contact Matt Garvey,

focus of the centre, while retaining it for employment. It can Danielle Lawrence or Jonathan Buckwell.

now bring forward six commercial units for office, research and
development and industrial uses, plus B-8 commercial uses.

The existing Moatis office building can now be extended to include
Class-E uses, including a children’s nursery, café and gym.

Also included in the new plans for the site, which is earmarked

for employment by Folkestone & Hythe District Council, is the
provision of 115 parking spaces for HGVs. Operated 24/7, the new
facility will have a pre-booking system, alongside a transhipment
building and a two-storey welfare and office building.

DHA was able to demonstrate there was weak demand for
office space within the district and the evolving world of work.
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How often does a planning decision
safequard a Grade 1 listed medieval barn,
tackle an imminent deficit of secondary
school spaces in the area, and also help a
local authority meet its housing targets?

Well, it’s just happened in Medway thanks to the work of DHA.
The Grade 1 listed medieval barn at Frindsbury, for many
years on the national and Medway Heritage at Risk Register
has been safeguarded. At 160ft, it is one of the longest in the
country and dates back to the 1400s, but in recent years it has
suffered fire damage, as well as vandalism due to its location.

Planning policy requires that all options for the barn were
considered to preserve it for the nation. DHA successfully
argued that it could be safeguarded thanks to the addition of
a partly subterranean extension and reinstatement of the fire
damaged end of the building to create a high-quality wedding
venue. Around 80% would stay in its current unaltered state.

To fund the restoration and redevelopment, plans were brought
forward to support two priorities for Medway Council — securing
additional secondary school places in the area which would
have been in deficit by 2023, and the delivery of new homes.

DHA worked with the site owners, the Department for
Education, Medway Council and Historic England to ensure

a viable scheme could be delivered whilst safeguarding the
heritage asset. Work is underway for the school and with outline

permission also secured for 181 new homes on the site, a first
phase of this can also be progressed. It is expected that the
housing will be delivered over two phases, with the last one to
commence once the adjacent former quarry has been restored.

For further information on the project contact John Collins,
Tim Spicer or Simon Moon.
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DHA Boughton to secure permission

Permission has been secured
from Maidstone Borough
Council to build four 3-bed
cottages on the site of a
former builder’s yard in
Hermitage Lane, Boughton
Monchelsea.

Acting on behalf of Highgrove Homes
(Kent) Ltd, DHA — working with Kent
Design Studio — presented the case
for sensitive changes to an existing
permission to demolish commercial
buildings on a small site operated by
Staplehurst-based Homeleigh Timber.
Permission was granted for the family
homes under delegated powers.

For further information on the project
contact Alex Hicken or Eric Przyjemski.

New homes buffered by ancient woodland

Vistry Group can get to work
on delivering 80 new homes
in 3 low-density scheme at
Hamstreet, near Lydd, thanks
to DHA.

Buffered by ancient woodland but
outside the area impacted by the
Stodmarsh nitrate issue, the reserved
matters permission secured the provision
of a forest school classroom, plus a new
football pitch for the school and village
use, alongside new car parking.

A comprehensive network of footpaths
and enhancements across the scheme
ensured it met the environmental
requirements of Ashford Borough Council.

For further information on the project,
contact Rebecca Foad or Matthew
Woodhead.

Image produced by Grafik Architecture
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Just over the border from Tunbridge Wells

in Wealden District sits Inspired Villages’
vision for the development of 145 homes and
apartments, offering age-appropriate living
for the active but retired.

Being delivered over three phases, DHA has recently helped
secure detailed planning permission for the award-winning
retirement village operator after providing the transport statement
and undertaking the highways design and access work.

When complete, it will offer a village centre building with a
restaurant and bar, a spa, and a clinical space built to NHS
specification — all in a landscaped setting. It is one of Inspired
Villages’ growing portfolio of six operational sites, with four
under construction and a further 13 future sites secured.

DHA helps Jones

For further information on the project contact Paul Lulham
or James Marsh.

Homes

maintain its growth

Despite an eleventh
hour request to review
access, DHA successfully
secured permission for
171 new homes at Harps
Farm, Minster in Swale,
for Jones Homes.

Having secured outline planning
permission for the original landowner,
DHA — working with Thrive Architects,
engineers Tridax and Fabrik landscape
architects — returned to committee with
an officer’s recommendation for approval
on the reserved matters application.

Image produced by Thrive Architects

Working closely with the officers and
briefing local members, DHA tackled the
issue of landscaping and Kent Highways’
concerns, resulting in approval.

For further information on the project,
contact Matthew Blythin.
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Mixed use project
gets go-ahead

Located within a conservation area in the
heart of Tunbridge Wells, DHA has secured
permission to refurbish existing office space
and the development of 16 new dwellings for

its client, FC Stark.

Working alongside Brighton-based MortonScarr Architects,
DHA's team demonstrated the proposal would not harm the
setting or significance of the area, and deliver a high-quality

development with the added benefit of retaining employment in
the West Kent town.

For further information on the project contact Matt Garvey,
Jonathan Buckwell, Alex Hicken, or Danielle Lawrence.

Planning success
for hospice

Image produced by Clague Architects

Demelza Hospice Care Acting on behalf of Esquire Work can also get under way on

for Children is to benefit Developments, the award-winning delivering a new wheelchair-friendly
housebuilder based in Longfield, the parking area for up to 80 vehicles, an

from new nurses’ DHA team provided planning, viability, outdoor event space for the hospice,

accommodation and transport planning and drainage advice alongside 30 two- to five-bedroom
and successfully argued the case for private homes.

visitor faC|I|t|es, after an increase to 30 units from 20 in a : )
For further information on the

DHA secured permission i icati
P previous application. multi-disciplinary approach on this
for 30 homes. The scheme will also secure improvements  project, contact Rebecca Foad or
to road safety at the junction between Danielle Lawrence.

Keycol Hill and Rook Lane — a locally well-
known safety blackspot.
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Bellway goes large in St Leonards

Pioneers in delivering
sustainable modular
homes, ilke Homes, has
secured permission to
deliver 140 affordable
homes in Hastings,
thanks to DHA.

Following detailed approval, ilke Homes will soon begin to
deliver a mix of apartments and houses, ranging in sizes from
one to four bedroom family homes, all built offsite at its factory
in Knaresborough, North Yorkshire.

Permission was granted for 70 shared ownership homes and
70 affordable rent homes to be built on the 12.4-acre site of
a former playing field owned by Hastings Borough Council. A
key factor in the approval was the delivery of energy-efficient
sustainable homes to help residents tackle fuel poverty and

Acting for Bellway Homes,
DHA has helped secure the
detailed permission for the
largest allocation of housing
in the Hastings Local Plan.

The delivery of 220 new homes can now
get under way on the site of a former
secondary school, which was surplus to
requirements following a reconfiguration
of the local education provision by East
Sussex County Council.

DHA provided the planning and transport
advice on the scheme, which will include
55 (25%) affordable new homes and the
provision of a multi-use games area to be
managed by the local authority.

For further information on the project
contact Matthew Woodhead or
Paul Lulham.

o
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supporting the council’s efforts to meet carbon reduction
targets and tackle the climate emergency.

DHA'’s first permission for the housebuilder marks ilke Homes’
continued expansion in the South East, where it is already
committed to delivering in excess of 1,200 homes across six
sites. Thanks to offsite precision manufacturing construction, the
homes at Hastings are expected to be complete by Spring 2024.

For further information on the project contact Mark Bewsey
or Jack Karagoz.
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DHA wins argument for
community centre

Securing permission

for new community
facilities can always pose
a challenge, especially

if it means losing an
existing playing field,

as it generates a likely
objection from Sport
England and a referral to
the Secretary of State.

DHA successfully argued the case,
resulting in a new, high quality and
flexible community centre for Paddock
Wood, near Tunbridge Wells. The Town
Council had been considering various
options for a number of years as there
is a need for a suitable venue to hold
events and classes.

Working closely with the planning
officers, DHA was able to demonstrate
that the playing field that would be lost
represented a small proportion of the
wider site, and the remaining field was

sufficient to accommodate continued use

for sport. DHA Transport was also able
to demonstrate that the various uses
across the site could be accommodated
within the proposed car park.

Image produced by Miller Bourne Architects

As a result, the planning balance was
acceptable in mitigating the loss of part
of the playing fields — and approved by
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council after
the Secretary of State confirmed he did
not wish to call the application in.

Local company Baxall Construction now
has building works under way on the
£3.5 million community centre which is
due to open in October 2022.

For further information on the project
contact Matthew Blythin, Simon
Moon, Adam Huckstepp or Oonagh
Kerrigan.
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DHA helps
Redrow get
over the line in

Cliffe Woods

Reserved matters approval has been
secured for Redrow Homes to deliver
184 homes on a site on the western
edge of Cliffe Woods in Medway.

Following detailed discussions with the local authority
regarding design and layout, Redrow Homes will meet
the council’s 25% affordable homes standard, and
deliver a mix of 46 two-, three- and four-bed homes and
one- and two-bed apartments built to a maximum of
two and a half storeys high. The remaining 138 homes
will be for private sale.

The new homes will reflect the local architectural
vernacular of the village of Cliffe Woods and the scheme
will incorporate extensive landscaping, open space
areas and an area of allotments.

For further information on the project contact
Emily Hadden or David Harvey.

Extant decision
secures permission

Proving a site had an extant permission
was key to DHA securing a new home for a
longstanding resident of Charing.

Permission was granted for a single storey wheelchair-
accessible two-bed home, after legal advice proved an extant
permission for a conventional two-storey home was in place.

With the site by the edge of the Charing Conservation
Area, and with four listed buildings in close proximity as
well as mature trees, the application required heritage and
arboricultural issues to be carefully addressed.

Specially designed by Kent Design Studio, the proposed new
home and car port successfully responded to the needs of the
intended occupant, the small site and the existing trees and
heritage assets. The outcome is a new home that makes good
use of an unused parcel of land, with DHA able to demonstrate
that the proposed scheme would be an improvement over the
extant planning position.

For further information on the
project contact David Harvey
or Alex Payne.
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Supporting the Education Sector

DHA provides planning advice and support to the education sector.

The award-winning team, which operates from offices in
Maidstone and Crawley, has experience in every educational
setting from nurseries, primary, SEN and secondary schools
through to further education colleges and universities.

)

250 + School
Projects

638,000m? +
of Space

Securing over 638,000m?
of new educatonal and
teaching space

Advising on over 250
education projects, including
primary, secondary and

SEN schools

Positive response to
carbon neutral school

Families in Wokingham will soon benefit
from a new school, providing a learning
environment for 150 pupils with complex
needs including social, emotional and
mental health (SEMH), and Autistic Spectrum
Condition (ASC) difficulties.

Acting for Reds10 on behalf of the Department for Education,
DHA presented the planning case for the new Oak Tree
School, located in Winnersh, between Wokingham and
Reading. It will be managed by Maiden Erlegh Trust, which
operates schools across Berkshire.

Permission has been secured for the erection of a
contemporarily designed new Special Educational Needs &
Disabilities (SEND) school, designed to achieve carbon neutral
status, and meet the local shortage of places for SEN pupils.

Operating over two-storeys, the school building with specialist
classrooms and ancillary facilities will also include dining areas,
sensory rooms, and a multiuse hall. The external surfaced sports
play area will include a multiuse games area and the school will
maintain its connectivity to the existing nearby allotments.

Serving clients across the South East and increasingly beyond
to embrace the wider UK, DHA provides planning and transport
expertise, working collaboratively to achieve outstanding results.

0

50 +
Partners

41,000 +
School Places

We've worked with over 50
different education providers,
including the DfE, local
authorities, trusts, building
contractors and private schools

We've worked to provide
over 41,000 additional school
places across England

The Oak Tree SEND school, designed with a fabric first
approach, utilises sustainable materials. Its heating, cooling,
and hot water will be provided using highly efficient air source
heat pumps with efficiency levels typically in excess of 350%.

It is being developed in parallel with a new Wokingham
Borough Council residential scheme on the adjacent site for
circa 100 new homes, with the school hall to be available for
community use and hire outside of school hours.

For further information on the project contact Matt Garvey
or Hannah Atkins.
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DHA demonstrates Capability to
manage reservoirs

After the high profile
near collapse of the dam
wall in Whately Bridge in
Derbyshire, a whole new
set of legislative changes
were made to how
reservoirs are managed.

Get in touch

For further information on any of these stories, or to find out
how DHA could help with your project, please get in touch.

www.dhaplanning.co.uk

As a result, Wimbledon Park Lake —
which is technically not a reservoir but
is big enough to qualify as one and is
classified as such by the Environment
Agency — was required to be the subject
of safety engineering works.

The challenge facing the project team,
including planners at DHA, was that
the lake sits within Grade II* registered
Wimbledon Park, constructed by
Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown in the mid-
18th century.

Crawley:

Engineering proposals from Ward &
Burke were presented to the London
Borough of Merton, with the backing
of the Environment Agency. The
combination of being sensitive to the
original Capability Brown landscape,
with benefits to the public realm thanks
to the construction of new primary and
auxiliary spillways, and the raising of
the crest of the embankment to protect
residents from flooding, helped DHA
secure permission.

For further information on the project
contact Tim Spicer.

Maidstone: 01622 776226
01293 763086
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